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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 9617 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, NI, UR 

SUBJECT: NIGERIAN LABOR CONGRESS THREATENS STRIKE 

REF: LAGOS 2899 

1 . A DELEGATION FROM THE NIGERIA LABOR 
CONGRESS (NLC), LED BY PRESIDENT H.A. SUNMONU, 

MET WITH SECRETARY TO THE FEDERAL MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT (FMG) A.L. CIROMA, DIRECTOR 

LABOR G.C. OKOGWU AND TRADE UNION ADVISER ASSAM 
ODUNGIDE ON JULY 19 TO THE PRESENT THEIR GRIEVANCES 
OVER THE FMG'S FAILURE TO AUTHORIZE FUNDING FOR 
THE NLC. NLC LEADERS COMPLAINED TO CIROMA THEY 
ARE UNABLE TO SET UP A SECRETARIAT AND PAY 
SALARIES OF OFFICIALS WHO STARTED WORKING AS OF 
JULY 1 . AS THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET ISSUED 
CERTIFICATES OF REGISTRATION TO THE NEW 
INDUSTRIAL UNIONS. NO DUES CAN BE COLLECTED FROM 
THEM. FURTHERMORE, NO AUTHORIZATION HAS BEEN 
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GIVEN FOR COMPULSORY DUES CHECK-OFF. 

2. CIROMA TOLD THE NLC LEADERS THAT HE WOULD 
PRESENT THEIR GRIEVANCES TO THE FMG BUT WARNED 
THEM TO DESIST FROM STRIKE ACTION OR ANY OTHER 
DISRUPTIVE TACTICA. CIROMA PROMISED TO CONVEY 
FMG DECISIONS TO THE LABOR LEADERS "VERY SOON." 
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3. ON JULY 31, ANOTHER NLC DELEGATION MET WITH 
DIRECTOR OF LABOR OKOGWU AND ASKED HIM TO TRANS- 
MIT A LETTER REQUESTING A MEETING ON THE SUBJECT 
TO CHIEF OF STAFF YAR'ADUA. NO DATE HAS YET 

BEEN FIXED FOR SUCH A MEETING. 

4. COMMENT: IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE JULY 19 
MEETING, SUNMONU TOLD EMBASSY POLITICAL/LABOR 
ASSISTANT THAT THE NLC WILL "SURPRISE 

THE GOVERNMENT" IF IT FAILS TO RESPOND WITHIN A 
MONTH. ASKED WHAT HE MEANT, SUNMONU SAID THE 
NLC WILL CALL A STRIKE BY THE ELECTRIC, ROAD 
TRANSPORT AND AIR INDUSTRIES UNIONS "TO TEST THE 
STRENGTH OF THE NLC AGAINST THE FMG." THE 
AUTHOR OF THIS STRATEGY IS REPORTEDLY WAHAB 
GOODLUCK, FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE NIGERIAN TRADE 
UNION CONGRESS (NTUC) WHO WAS BANNED BY THE FMG 
FROM PARTICIPATION IN THE NIGERIAN LABOR MOVEMENT 
FOLLOWING THE "ADEBIYI PROBE." GOODLUCK IS ALSO 
THE FORMER GENERAL SECRETARY OF SUNMONU'S CIVIL 
SERVICE TECHNICAL WORKERS' UNION. 

5. ACCORDING TO DIRECTOR OF LABOR OKOGWU, THE 
GOVERNMENT 

SIS RELUCTANT TO RELEASE FUNDS FOR THE 
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NLC FOLLOWING PERSISTENT REPORTS THAT SUNMONU 
AND THE TWO NLC DEPUTY GENERAL SECRETARIES, BEN 
OBUA AND LASISI OSUNDE, ARE ENGAGED IN UNDERGROUND 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES WITH GOODLUCK WHO INTENDS TO 
RUN FOR PARLIAMENT AS A CANDIDATE OF THE RESURRECTED 
NIGERIAN LABOR PARTY. OKOGWU SAID THAT THE 
SECURITY UNIT OF THE CABINET OFFICE IS INVESTIGATING 
WHETHER NLC LEADERS HAVE BEEN RECEIVING FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE FROM THE ALL-UNION CENTRAL COUNCIL OF 
TRADE UNIONS OF THE SOVIET UNION (AUCCTU) THROUGH 
THE SOVIET EMBASSY. IF IT IS ESTABLISHED THAT 
THE AUCCTU INDEED IS FUNDING THE NLC, THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL CUT ITS PROMISED FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
TO THE NLC BY 50 PERCENT, PLACE THE NLC LEADERS 
UNDER SURVEILLANCE AND RESTRICT THEIR MOVEMENTS. 
WYMAN 
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